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Welcome to the Chapel
A Place taWVorship, A Place to Grow

Washington Memorial Chapel is an active Episcopal Church located in
Valley Forge, PA. We araiaiqueparishrich in tradition d in liturgy and
patriotism d that is experiencing an exciting season of growtith
spiritually and inmembership In fact, at a recent aplarish event, more
than half of the attendeexknowledged they were received as new
memberofthe Chapel in the past three years.

There was a timaot so many years agohen we were in an unfruitful
seasord the congregation was divided, people were leaving the Chapel
and we were not responsible stewards of our resourtbesough much
prayer, the devotion of our membgasn d mo st i mport ant

oFor everyt 28 help, we worked irough this season.
Sl 0 T [ =R =N ()= Today we are reaping the abundant fruits from the seeds that we have

matter under sown. While the Holy .Spirit is ac.:tivandvery present among our
) congregationye are still faced witlthallenges As we move forward we
Ecclesiastes 3.1 must solidifyour identity and mission,addressiecessarphysial repairs,

andachieveandmaintainfiscalhealth

As we proceed through thdiscernmentprocesswve pray for the guidance
(i Chapel tours available of the Holy Spirit In that regard, v would like tosharewith youour
Discernment Prayer

U The Chapel is opeevery day
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Dear Lord, we beseech you, through your grace, to grant us the
knowledge to ask the wisdom to listen, the patience to hear and the
courage and faith to follow your will as we journey along our path of
discernment. Let us be strengthened to endure the lovelleys and
humbled to enjoy the high peaks along the wayMay the Discernment
Committee feel the presence of the Holy Spirit as we lead our
community to the call of aPriest in Charge Amen.

Discernment Process

The Discernment Committee is dedicatedhe missiorat handd
choosing a newriest in Chargéor our wonderful ChapelFor questions
about this process or to inquirdaut the status, kindly contact us at
discernment@wmchapel.ardVe expect to receive applications
beginning inJune 2014
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WASHINGTON
MEMORI AL CHA
MISSION STATEMENT

CIRCA 1932:

Washington Memorial Chapel
Is Valley Forge. There no
American is an Alien. There all
differences are forgotten and
Jew and Gentile, Protestant
and Roman Catholicworship
side by side in the great
American Brotherhood.

HISTORY

Washington Memorial Chapel was founded in 1903 by visionary Episcopal
priest W. Herbert Burk, Rector of All Saints Church in Norristown, and
was designed by Milton Medary of the Philadelphia architectural firm of
Zantzinger, Borie and Medary. It waseaed as a living memorial to our
nationds first President, George
sacrifices made by the American Continental Army encamped at Valley
Forge during the winter of 17#4778. Originally envisioned as a wayside
chapel, it isashrine for all Americans and reflects a powerful mixture of
spiritual and patriotic sentiment.

The Chapel was built from thousands of donations from across the
country and wasompletal inthe early 1930s when #ike stained glass
windows were instakkd and the Bishoy/hite Library was addedThe
Chapelholds 100125 worshippers The entire structure was compléti

its current formin 1953 when The National Patriots Bell Tower, housing
the 58 bell National Memarial Carillon, was added as a gifi fifee
Daughters of the American Revolution. The powerful mixture of spiritual
and patriotic sentiment reflects
among the finest examples of Gothic Revival architecture in the country;
the wood carvings of Edward Maenketstained glass windows by Nicola
D6 Ascenzo, anrdughtiforby BanaelYeliinfweal w
descri bed as 0an whiohdellsithe gtorypoboairm i n
creation, our rise, and our progress as an American nation in the éarly 20
century.
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WASHINGTON MEMORIAL
HERITAGE

The past 110 years have not been kind to
the Chapel 6s art a
intrusion threatens tle interior, the
beautiful and delicate windows require
repair, and the stonework in the Cloister
of the Colonies has experienced
significant deterioration. Costs of
restoration are beyond the resources of
the congregation alone.

The Washington Memorial Hi#tage was
formed in 2005 as a 5@} (3) non-profit
organization to raise funds for long term
preservation work, to educate the public
about the Chapel &8s
and cultural treasures and to promote ang
preserve through education the &y of
General George Washington and the
volunteer patriots who suffered and
sacrificed during the winter encampment
at Valley Forge.

The Heritage is made up of a Board
consisting of volunteers from within the
congrothey at i

Chapel ds
membes of the communitylt has
developed a docent program to provide
guided tours to visitors and tourist
groups and it publishes a newslettéhe
Gargoylghich tells about the Chapel and

the Heritageds f unqd
of the groupds obj d
for a master plan for historic preservation
to obtain listing asHistoric District in

the National Register of Historic Places,
and © begin restoration work on the

Chapel 6s stained gl

HISTORY (CONTINUED)

Washington Memorial Chapel has moved on from that wayside chapel to
the home of a devout and growing congregaitiotihe Episcopal traidion.
There were a total of 216 communicants in 1931, 300 by 1950, and then b
the [ ate 1970s, the congregation
size decreased to about 125 communicants in the laté&.1BR@ rectors

have served the Chapel sinits inception: Burk (1908933), Hart (1937
1965), Smith (1965990), Stinson (1991999), and Larsen (26Q007).

Washington Memorial Chapel may be a memorialuofost president
and our foréathers, but italsocelebrates the grandeur of the L@dd,
Jesus ChristTheopen doors of the Chapeklcomethousands of visitors
and worshipperannually.

Today, Washington Memorial Chapel continuestrong tradition with a
sense obarish andcommurity involvement in the following areas

i  Worship 0 Concerts

U Music U Lectures

i Outreach U Chapel Tours

U Fellowship U Theatrical Performances

It is a 20 minute drive from a number of communitighin
Montgomery Delawareand Chester Coutes The Chapealraws guests
from all walks of life

Washington Memorial Chapel is truly a sight to beheldh a spectacular
natural settingandphysical beauty of its architecture and craftsmanship
a sacred place to worship.
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OAut hentic |7
true to its environment (the
building, the people, the
history of the place, and the
resources available We are
blessed with a beautiful
worship space modeled
after the Gothic cathedrals
in Europe, and with the
chancel and altar areas in
sync with the entire history
of our Anglican tradition:
divided choir stalls and an
eastward-facing attached
altar. o (Mich
Former Organist,
Choirmaster)

WORSHIP

Washington Memorial Chapel is a parish that is faithful to and values the
traditional liturgies of the Book of Common Prayer. We celebrate Rite Il
with organ, no choir, Saturdays at 590n; Rite | spoken, Sundays at
8:00a.m; and Rite Il with organ andhe 16- member choir, Sunday at
10:00a.m. During the penitential seasons of AdvemdLent the 1&.m.

mass is Rite I. All of these masses include Holy Eucharist, served at the
altar. Al'l are welcome at the Lord?®o

Because we often have visitors who may be less familiar with the
Episcopal liturgy, we provide worship booklets for use at both the
Saturday %.m.and Sunday 18 m.services. This is done to help make the
Visitorsd worship e xsgildebyiawidicgehe a s
confusion of switching between several books

The Chapel also celebrates other liturgies from the Prayer Book
baptisms, weddings, and memorial services. We open our worship space
to norrmembers for these services.

When the sacrarmants of baptism and marriages performed by the
Chapel 6s c | er gwithfamlesotindimidualsbedoreehe h e |
celebration of the service. In the case of weddings and memorial services
individuals may bring their own efgy and music, withhte provisiorthat

the clergy have the authority of a recognized denominationttenchusic

is appropriateandrespectful of the worship space.

Beyond these traditional scheduled services, the Chapel provides
sanctuary for the wayfarer, the passednyhe individual in need of a

guiet holy space for personal prageidworship. Our doors are open

every day from 10:@0m.to 5:00p.m. This is one of our greatest

mi ni stri es iwhmnensoontryyddrs areiacked, durs are wide
open.
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Holy Days and other
Special Services include:

.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Ash Wednesday
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Vigil
Easter Day
Ascension of our Lord
Pentecost
Patriotic and State
Services

WORSHIP (CONTINUED)

In addition to the celebration of the hallays to the left, the Chapel also
celebrates several ndtucharistic servicesoccasional Eensong services,
Lenten vesperg,he 1662 Order for Evening Pragtaife and patriotic
servicesandKirkin ¢o e Tartan on Thanksgiving Day

MUSIC

The music program at WMC has a long and distinguished history. From
the earliest days, choirs of highaljty have provided music for the
services. For many decades, the choir consisted of a mixture of boy
choristers and adult men and women. From the 1980's200#, tre

parish supported a traditional Anglican choir of nenboys that not

only sang the Sunday and State services, but weekly Evensong as well.
Changes in culture and demographics brought this chapter of the choir's
history to a close, and a professional choir was engaged. When financial
hardships and changes aldership made this impractical, the choir
became an entirely volunteer group. Currently, the choir consists of
volunteers of high ability and a professional quartet ofisedeaders. The
choir, led by our gifted Choirmastesings traditional Anglicanapertoire
that would be at home in the larger parishes and cathedajgporting

the choral music is our quite large and mieHoved pipe organ. Built
solidly in the English cathedt style, the instrument supports our

worship by accompanying hymns and choral music and playing
voluntaries of any style with integrity and musicality. T®eganist and
Choirmastermposition is currently partime.
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Weddings at the Chapel

The Chapel is a glorious venue for

weddings. Brides and grooms seek

the beauty of the architecture, rich
history and idyllic settingn Valley
Forge

ltds no wonder
become wildly popular fonosting
weddings

For those couples that choose to
have a more intimateedding
experiencethe Chapel offertsvo
venuesto hold a memarable
reception, Patriots Hathnd The
Bishop White Library which can
also be used for rehearsal dinners,
receptions and showers.

THE CARILLON

Our talented carillonneureaches outo the public with regular
performances. The carillon is played each Sunday before and after the
10:00 a.m. service. Once a magh#hcarillon music is played after the
5:00 p.m. Saturday service and after the 8:00 a.m. Sunday service.

Carillon music is provided for all hotlay services. Additionallthe
Chapel hosts summer carillon concerts on Sundays and Wednesdays
which havebecome popular events for all agéke Summer

Wednesday evening carillon concerts featworld-class guest
carillonneurs fron Europe and North America. TeRemmerof 204

marks its 61syear of free public concerts

The carillon may also be played atettimesincluding state services,
Ve t e WallmfHona services, funerals, weddings and private
ceremonies The music of the carillon may be heard widely through
Valley Forge National Park. The majestic carillon building is a popular
tourist stop which features the Wall of Honor recognizing those who
have served our country.
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